Add a daily bag limit of 25 for bluegill statewide. (312 IAC 9-7-14)

Bluegill are one of the most important sportfish in Indiana that draw anglers from a wide
variety of backgrounds and demographics. The majority of anglers report bluegill as a top
 targeted species, and almost half of angler days reported within the state are targeted toward

bluegill. Improvement of technology and rapid exchange of information through social media
and message boards can result in more intense levels of harvest. A bag limit would prevent
very intense harvest during times where potential impacts to the population are highest, such
as ice fishing season or when fish are bedding. Studies of angling preferences and habits have
shown that relatively few anglers would be impacted by the bag limit, and the majority of
anglers were supportive of a bag limit for bluegill. The possession limit for bluegill would also
be amended to allow for up to three (3) times the daily bag limit. A possession limit would not
apply to individuals at their permanent residence when fish are processed in accordance with
other laws. Vacationers and others fishing away from their home would be able to possess 75
bluegill in addition to other species of fish that can be legally harvested, like redear sunfish,
crappie, and green sunfish.



